
Q & A with Jennifer Wilcox

By: Shorter McCook

Jennifer Wilcox, a graduate of Le Cordon Bleu College of Culinary Arts Atlanta,
serves the community as a local business owner and chef.

Q: So what would you say your experience is like having a local business in the
Athens/Watkinsville area?

A: So it's awesome. It's all about community. That's the like the number one thing
and you got a lot of people that have come in from, especially we’re Oconee County
and Jeremy and I are from both of us went to school in Oconee County, all through
school and graduated from there and so it is very tight knit. And Athens is funny
cause it seemed like such a big town but reality is the col- when the college
students leave, we're pretty small town, too. So definitely you got to stay focused
on the community 100% that has built us up that has kept us we're in business for
we're going in or-or we'll have our sixth birthday this June. And so that will be
that’s a pretty big accolade for us. We're pretty proud of it because it's hard for
small business, especially going through COVID and being a food business. But
yeah, so community focused is number one priority. Number two- just getting the
job done andmaking sure people are happy. We worry about the rest of it later. We
worry about marketing later. We needmarketing help. I know there's things that
we need to do better but right now if we just keep our customers content, we we’ll
keep we'll keep trucking.

Q: So you think that the like local business community is a good community?

A: Absolutely. If you can get with local business community around here, it's a its
an awesome thing. There's definitely a big camaraderie. I guess you could say.
There's several local res-restaurants in Watkinsville that like I touch base with a
couple times a week, they touch base with me, everybody just checks in –
Everybody doing okay? Does did you forget something on your truck? Do you need
me to order something for you? You know, it's it’s very centric. We work together.

Q: Can you tell me a little more about owning a small business during COVID?



A: We were super blessed because the drive thru we had constant traffic. People
didn't want to cook. People who are afraid to go to the grocery store. I had
customers, especially some elderly customers of mine, and they they literally came
and got food fromme every single day. Because that's how they didn't want to go
in public but they trusted us and so as far as it went, we- it was me, Jerem, my
mom andmy dad for about, I don't know twomonths. And then we finally started
getting some of our kids back. We brought some our boys in to help us but that was
had to be restricted and weird because of the six foot thing. So that was kind of a
challenge to get around. And then we-we just kept trucking. What was awesome to
me, the experience that we got to have is we got to talk to people that most people
most people were shut away in the house. You know, we didn't have that
opportunity. We we talked to our customers that were coming through the drive
thru. And it was it was amazing to hear what everybody else's thoughts were at
that time, too, because everybody was really on the same page and you could get
the vibe of Oconee County was they were they were a little they were well behaved.
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Jennifer Wilcox, co-owner of The Picnic Basket Meal Market, poses for a picture in
the Phi Mu kitchen on Feb. 7. (Photo/Shorter McCook)
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Reflection

Our first major interviewing assignment offered a lot to learn from. I realized
from this assignment the importance of researching before conducting an interview. I
read about the background of my interviewee before I went to see her. Since I did that,
I was able to ask more detailed questions from the beginning, rather than trying to get
to know her from scratch. I also learned the importance of being relaxed during an
interview. My interviewee was very easy to talk with, and I found that this made the
interview seemmuchmore conversational than formal. I know this will not always be
the case, but it was nice for this particular instance.

Reporting andWriting Checklist

Completed in eLC

Why I Wrote This Story

This story was our first assignment in my first reporting class at the University of
Georgia. It helped me gain the confidence to interview people I had never met before,
something that will help me in the future as a public relations professional. It showed
me how to operate in a professional way in the field while still enjoying myself and
getting to know a new person.


